
 
 
 

We are a body of believers whose soul 
intention is to glorify and serve the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of 
His church. Our desire is to reflect 
that of our God--that all be saved. 
Anyone who is willing to humble 

himself before the mighty hand of 
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY 

Bible Study // 
9:30 am 

Worship Service // 
10:30 am

WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study // 
7:00 pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4 2 1 7  H i g h w a y  3 9  N  // M e r i d i a n ,  M S  3 9 3 0 1  

P H O N E :  ( 6 0 1 ) 4 8 3 - 2 7 2 6  W E B :  www.nscocmeridian.com 
Join us via live stream for our worship service! 

Like our Facebook page!
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W E L C O M E

• Singing Night this 
Wednesday 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

UPCOMING Prayer  List  
Pray for all those with ongoing health 
ailments. 
• Renee Cumberland (cancer) 
• Ora Barrett 
• Connie Montgomery 
• Emily Linton 
•
•
•

Communion 
Preparation 

2026 preparation list is in foyer 
January - Potts 
February - Carlberg 
March - 

Birthday /  Anniversary   
Ora Barrett - 9th 
Auburn Rowell - 18th 
Monroe Joiner - 27th 
Corey Murphy - 29th 

Men to  Serve  
Announcements - Larry Montgomery 

Scripture Reading - Luke 8:4 - 15 

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell 

Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg 

Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts 

Scripture Reading - 1 Corinthians 
11:23 - 29 

Closing Prayer - Dwight Callens
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The Faith of Abraham 
By Jeremy Paschall 

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God has 
revealed His power to save mankind from 
sin (Romans 1.16). It is not a salvation 
based upon the works of men (Ephesians 
2.9), requiring that they “earn” their way 
with sinless obedience (Romans 3.20), for 
then none would ever be saved (Romans 
3.23). Instead, it is a system by which men 
may receive forgiveness of their sins and 
then stand justified — righteous — before 
God by His grace and mercy (Romans 3.24; 
Ephesians 2.5). However, such generous 
provisions for salvation do not inherently 
exclude conditions required for one to 
receive these blessings. Indeed, in one 
passage of Scripture we find a discussion of 
both God’s grace and His condition for 
receiving it: 
But now the righteousness of God apart 
from the law is revealed, being witnessed by 
the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all those who 
believe. For there is no difference; for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation 
by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate 
His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins 
that were previously committed, to 
demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. (Romans 3.21-26; emp. added) 
Faith is, as it has always been (Hebrews 11), 
the fundamental condition upon which one 
may receive the favor of God (Ephesians 
2.8). Indeed, even “Abraham believed God, 
and i t was accounte d to h im for 
righteousness” (Romans 4.3; cf. Genesis 
15.6). He is our example, “the father of all 
those who believe” (Romans 4.11). Like 
Abraham, those who stand righteous before 
God today do so “having been justified by 
faith” (Romans 5.1); their “access…into this 
grace” has come “by faith” (Romans 5.2). In 
order for one to please God, there is simply 

no substitute for an informed, trusting 
faith. 
Many err, however, when they fail to search 
out the true nature of saving faith. They 
conclude, without having thoroughly 
examined or understood the Scriptures, 
that the faith necessary to please God 
involves merely accepting, intellectually 
and/or emotionally, His existence and His 
saving power. In other words, they believe 
and proclaim salvation for anyone who 
believes in God and in the sacrificial death 
of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. But the 
Scriptures reveal much more concerning 
the subject of saving faith. James wrote, 
“What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can faith save him?…Faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead” 
(James 2.14,17). Genuine saving faith must 
manifest itself in works which please God. 
Not even Abraham was saved by faith 
alone: “Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he offered Isaac his 
son on the altar? Do you see that faith was 
working together with his works, and by 
works faith was made perfect? And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which says, 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.’ And he 
was called the friend of God. You see then 
that a man is justified by works, and not by 
faith only” (James 2.21-24). By faith, 
Abraham “obeyed,” “dwelt,” “went out,” 
“waited,” and “offered” (Hebrews 11.8, 9, 
10, 17). His righteousness depended upon 
his faith manifesting itself in works which 
pleased God. By his works, Abraham’s faith 
was “made perfect” and he was justified 
before God. 
We must not think ourselves to be any 
exception to this divinely-given rule. In 
order for our faith to justify us before God, 
it too must manifest itself in humble 
submission to Him. “Faith without works is 
dead” (James 2.26), but a living faith 
motivates one to trust and obey God’s will 
as it is revealed in the Scriptures. Is your 
faith like the faith of Abraham — faith with 
works of obedience? In other words, is it 
truly a saving faith? 

Immersed in Jesus 
By Steve Klein 

When a person immerses himself in 
something, he totally surrounds himself 
with it. He spends time thinking about it 
and making plans around it. It occupies his 
mind, utilizes his energy and expends his 
resources. 
People can immerse themselves in many 
different things. Some are immersed in 
hobbies, recreation or sports such as 
hunting, fishing, college football, baseball, 
golf, racing, collecting, or gardening. Others 
are immersed in their work or school. Some 
are immersed in their children or 
grandchildren. When a person is seriously 
sick, it is easy to become immersed with 
health concerns. 
As Christians, “we were all baptized into 
one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13). Most of us 
understand that the word “baptized” means 
“immersed.” But what we may not have 
thought much about is the connection 
between being immersed in water and 

being immersed in Jesus. The apostle Paul 
puts it this way in Galatians 3:27: “For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.” Those of us who have 
been “baptized into Christ” are to have put 
Him on like a garment. We are to be 
covered up with Him — immersed in Him. 
By itself, immersion in water does nothing 
to change a person’s life. But when that 
immersion is the beginning of being 
overwhelmed with Jesus Christ, lives are 
truly changed. Baptism into Christ results 
in a person being raised to “walk in 
newness of life” (Romans 6:4). “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). This new life is one 
that is immersed in Jesus. 
Every sinner needs to be immersed in water 
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). 
But every one who is immersed in water is 
thus obligated to live a new life immersed 
in Jesus. Are you immersed in Him? “But 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” 
(Romans 13:14).


